


 

EXMOUTH  -  is Devon’s oldest seaside resort and boasts a two mile long 
golden sandy beach which attracts visitors and locals all year round.   It is the 
Gateway to the UNESCO Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site, with 250 million 
year old cliffs, exposing a wealth of geological wonder that can be viewed either 
by walking along the breath-taking coastal path or by a pleasant boat trip along 
the shoreline.  There are 630 miles of the South West Coast path to walk.  

The town became popular during the Georgian period and has many examples of Georgian architecture.  Today beautiful parks and gardens run parallel to 
the broad Esplanade and a wide range of attractions.  The first railway line into Exmouth was built in 1861 bringing with it mass tourism. In the first five 
days 10,000 people travelled on the line and property prices increased overnight.  The Avocet Train Line derives its name from the bird which winters on 
the Exe estuary site.  There are lovely views of the River Exe along the line.  
 
During the 18th century when visitors were attracted by the views and medicinal salt waters Exmouth became renowned as 
a destination where wealthy men and women might recover health.  The town’s present identity grew out of the boom 
following the rail link in 1861, soon to be followed by the building of the Imperial Hotel. To the front of the hotel stands the 
Clock Tower, commemorating Queen Victoria’s Jubilee. Many of the buildings surrounding the Strand Gardens were rebuilt 
around this time.   
 

Exmouth has a busy town centre and is one of Devon’s larger urban areas. It has a good range of shops, an 
indoor market, and restaurants of many kinds catering for all tastes. The Magnolia Centre is a pedestrianised 
shopping area ideal for families away from traffic. There are beautiful parks and flower displays all year round.  
Today Heritage Town Trails, a Floral trail and a new Dinosaur trail encourage visitors and locals to understand 
and explore the town’s history. Places such as the Old Docks, Mona Island and the houses on The Beacon 
feature in town walks. Blue Heritage Plaques are displayed on the buildings and sites of interest and the 
Exmouth Museum also holds many interesting exhibits of the history of the town.   
 

The river & Exe Estuary is a great area to relax and to enjoy the natural beauty of the River Exe Estuary and surrounding countryside.  The estuary of the 
River Exe is renowned nationally and beyond as a site of special scientific interest and an important habitat for wading and migrating birds.  

The Ode to Exmouth in Bloom - If you are coming down to Devon, Exmouth is the place to be, tiz a little bit of heaven and tiz 

nestled by the sea. The time of year is looming when Exmouth will be Blooming, hanging baskets, planters and tubs, window boxes, 

lawns and shrubs.  Full of colour, scents galore, hanging flowers outside the door.  Exmouth’s Blooming, lovely sight to see. If you 

haven’t seen us yet, why not come on down?  We’re pretty sure you will agree Exmouth is the Jewel in the Crown.                

Welcome to Exmouth South West in Bloom Judges

http://www.exmouth-guide.co.uk/p/jurassic
http://www.devonguide.com/attractions/exmouth-museum.htm
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June 2017 - The Exmouth in Bloom Committee 
and the Launch of the 2018 Exmouth in Bloom Calendar 

at the World of Country Life, Sandy Bay. 

 



Pages 2 & 3       WHO WE ARE - Exmouth in Bloom is made up of a group of volunteers 

whose main aim is to create and maintain floral displays in and around Exmouth so that our town 
remains a place that residents can be proud of and visitors can enjoy. 
 

Exmouth in Bloom has been in existence for more than forty 

years. It has grown and evolved and works in partnership with 

the Town, District and County Councils to ensure quality floral 

displays in and around the town.  We enlist help from the 

wider community to create a better environment for us all by:- 

 Improving your front garden 

 Encouraging your neighbours to improve their gardens 

 Putting up a hanging basket 

 Picking up any litter outside your property 

 Removing any weeds from outside your property 

 Helping us with fundraising 

 Joining our Friends Group 

 Taking part in the Exmouth in Bloom Gardening Competition 

Our Yearly Programme 

January 

AGM 

Election of Officers and Planning for the 

future 

February 

Spring Newsletter and Friends renewal forms delivered 

 

March 

Growing on plants for sale at EiB fundraising stalls 

Approaching local businesses for calendar and hanging basket 

sponsorship, Maintenance of planters 

Annual launch of Friends of Exmouth in Bloom Scheme 

Liaising with schools about designing flower beds for Manor Gardens 

April 

Organising hanging baskets and seeking sponsorship 

Removal of winter bedding 

Preparing beds for summer planting 
Choosing school designs for Manor Gardens beds 

Preparing Calendar for printing 

May 

Planting summer bedding 

Rainbows and Brownies painting competition 

Plant sales at Exmouth Carnival Spring Fun Day and Exmouth Festival 

June 

Putting out hanging baskets and troughs 

Re-painting boats 

Organisation of Local Gardening 

Competition & Portfolio 

Summer Friends newsletter 

Launch of Calendar sales in the town     

Preparing for the South West in Bloom judging 

 



July 

South West in Bloom judging  

Judging of Local Gardening Competitions  

Transplant Awareness Day 

August 

Notification of prize winners in local competition 

Organising local presentation evening 

Exmouth in Bloom Volunteers Summer outing 

September 

Removal of hanging baskets and summer planters 

Removal of summer bedding and planting for Spring displays 

October  

South West in Bloom Presentation  

Presentation of Garden Competition Awards  

Bulb planting 

Ordering summer bedding plants 

Participation in Exmouth Carnival 

Autumn/Winter Friends Newsletter 

November 

Planting bulbs in pots for stall at Exmouth Christmas Cracker event 

December 

Taking part in the Exmouth Christmas 

Cracker 

Christmas Dinner 

All year round 

Monthly social work parties  

Work parties as required at other times 

Taking photographs 

General maintenance of all areas Exmouth in Bloom are responsible for in 

and around the town and watering when required 

The Committee:  

President - Mrs Pat Graham     

Chair - Mrs Gerry Bassett 

Vice-Chair, Calendar & Hanging Basket organiser - Mrs Marion Drew 

Secretary & Plant Grower - Ms Sharon Darton 

Treasurer - Mr Richard Lewis 

Friends Secretary, Gardening Competitions, Portfolio - Mrs Linda Dennis 

Calendar co-ordinator & Hanging Basket organiser - Mrs Elaine Lewis 

Rota administrator - Mrs Carol Rowe 

Horticultural advisor & Sponsorship - Mr Graham Bell 

Committee Member supporting New Helpers - Mrs Jenny Wilmott 

Our Helpers:- 

Mrs Amanda Bealing - Face Book, Mrs Michelle Tetlow - Web Site, 

Volunteers - Mrs Barbara Ayers, Mrs Sarah Baldwin, Mrs Melanie 

Bettridge, Mrs Julia Bond, Mr David Brock, Mrs Linda Clayton, Mrs Clare 

Dawson, Mrs June Dingle, Mrs Lauretta Escot, Mr Maurice Gittings, Mrs 

Sue Golay, Mrs Liz Hamling, Mr Rog Hamling, Mrs Alison Hammond-Hill, 

Mrs Jean Holden, Mr Brian Kohl, Mrs Pam Lockyer, Mrs Yvonne Moss, 

Mrs Lena Price, Mrs Janet Prior, Mr Les Rendell, Mrs Lyn Rockey, Mrs Dee 

Tracey, Mr Mike Tracey, Mrs Annette Ward, Mrs Maggie Webb. 



Page 4 - Always in Bloom - Cuttings from the Press 

We are lucky to have the support of our local papers, 

the Exmouth Journal and the Herald.  We receive all 

year round coverage from them for our various 

events, launches and projects. 



Page 5 - Exmouth ‘Blooming’ Summer 2016 - Wonderful displays of borders, towers, 

planters, troughs and the now famous ‘fish’ bed.  Probably the best summer 

displays ever seen in Exmouth.  Exmouth in Bloom are very proud of their efforts. 

 



Page 6 - Autumn/Winter 2016 - Exmouth in Bloom and their band of helpers have 

regular work sessions to keep the bed by the swimming pool and the triangle bed by 

the underpass free of weeds and make sure that everything is kept in good order, fed 

and watered, and replanted where necessary.  A great team effort by our volunteers. 



Page 7 - Autumn/Winter 2016 - Selling plants, pots of bulbs, calendars and homemade 

Christmas decorations at various events on the Strand.  Taking part in the annual 

Exmouth Carnival dressed as Gnomes, winning 1st prize in the Mixed Group Walking 

category.  We won prize money and a share of the collection. 



Page 8 - Spring 2017 - Our reinstated monthly work parties have proved to be a huge 

success.  We meet on the last Sunday of every month and start work at 09.00 for two 

hours then regroup for a coffee and catch up.  Many new recruits have come forward 

to join us and we are so grateful for their time and efforts. 



Page 9 - Exmouth  
‘Blooming’ Spring 2017  

bright and colourful 
displays of Beds, Pots, 
Planters, Troughs and 

Towers. 
 



Page 10 - Spring 2017 - Our colourful Blue Floral Boats along Marine Way have been named 
after old Exmouth Lifeboats. Exmouth RNLI has a long history of saving lives at sea.  The first Lifeboat 
Station in Exmouth was established in 1803.  We are proud to name our boats after them.  The 
current Lifeboat Station has two lifeboats and 30 volunteers from many different backgrounds.   

 



Page 11 - Spring 2017 - Exmouth in Bloom Painting the Town - A huge effort from committee 

members and helpers to smarten up the town with a fresh coat of paint.  Benches, lamp posts, 

planters, railings, stone troughs and notice boards. What a difference it has made to brightening 

up the town.  Wilson’s Paints in Exeter Road, who donated the paint, have even named a colour 

after us - ‘Exmouth in Bloom Blue’, the colour of our boats. 



Page 12 - Spring 2017 - WARNING - Exmouth in Bloom at work.  New yellow signs and 

yellow high viz waistcoats to protect working groups when situated close to the 

roadside and on roundabouts. As well as keeping us safe the signs also help to 

promote the efforts of the Exmouth in Bloom committee and volunteer helpers. 



Page 13        How do you define a Volunteer? 

There are many definitions, but no universal 

agreement. Volunteers willingly provide a 

service without expecting any financial gain, but 

their personal gain is to make your community a 

better place to live and work in.  To make  

friends and learn new skills that age has no 

barrier to, young or old, fit or disabled, everyone can 

give something back. 

Why do people become Volunteers? 

Exmouth in Bloom volunteers want to make a 

difference to the town they live in.  Exmouth 

without flowers would be the sky without a sun 

and a much less colourful and floral environment.  

The Bloom volunteers enjoy the companionship, 

the physical work, the ups, the downs, the fun and 

much laughter.  We are all united in our Bloom mission. 

A volunteer is a person who offers himself or 

herself for a service or an undertaking.  A 

person who performs that service willingly 

without remuneration and has an attitude of 

social responsibility, going beyond one’s basic 

obligations. 

The whole RHS Britain in Bloom community are united in 

their efforts to transform cities, towns and villages.  

Exmouth in Bloom are proud to be a small part of that 

RHS Britain in Bloom community.  

 

The hobby of sowing, growing and potting 

on plants by our Secretary, Sharon Darton 

enables EIB to generate funds which help 

towards the cost of flower displays.  Our 

latest sales venue, the Repair Cafe, at 

Tower Street Methodist Church, 1st 

Saturday of each month and long standing 

outlet the BIrds and Bees in Exeter Road, have resulted in this year's plant 

sales getting off to a really good start. Sharon has grown an amazing 600 

plus plants in her greenhouse. 

Sharon is a true community volunteer, who doesn’t let her disability hold 

her back.  She probably grows the best quality tomato plants in Devon.  

Sharon not only finds time to be our secretary and takes the minutes at 

our meetings but she will also be in charge of the washing up at our 

South West in Bloom Judges lunch, at this she excels!  Well done Sharon 

we are all very proud of what you achieve. 

Committee member Carol Rowe has designed 

and made a special shopping bag for Sharon 

to use in her wheelchair.  Carol makes cloth 

bags using recycled material and sells them to 

raise funds for Exmouth in Bloom projects. 

Another amazing Exmouth in Bloom 

volunteer, the sprightly Jenny Willmott.  A 

very young 82 years old, apart from 

weeding, planting, watering and painting 

street furniture, Jenny also goes swimming 

in the sea nearly every day of the year. 

None of the rest of the committee join her!  

She also finds time to belong to a walking group.  We would all like some 

of her energy.  She is our inspiration, what an amazing and lovely lady.



Pages 14 & 15          Community Participation - Working with the Community          

Exmouth in Bloom works with a number of Businesses, Local Groups, Organisations and Schools, including Allotment Assoc, Bicton Street Group, 

Bird’s and Bees Shop, Brixington Improvement Group, Brownies and Rainbows, Devon Wildlife Trust, East Devon District Council Parks Dept, Exmouth 

Art Group, Exmouth Tidy Group, Gateway Club, Green Fingers Garden Group, Repair Cafe, Rotary, Scouts, Street Scene, Surfers Against Sewage.   

 

 

 

 

Spring 2017 - Littleham Primary School - Winners of our 2016 Best School Garden Competition and Best 

Vegetable Plot. The children, with the help of Exmouth in Bloom and especially committee member 

Graham Bell, have been nurturing a vegetable plot and share the produce with the school kitchen.  

Gardening has become a real highlight for the school. They have also created a Spiritual garden for quiet 

reflection. 

The school garden has been completely regenerated using the design skills and expertise of Graham. He 

has been an inspiration to the children and shown them that with hard work wonderful things can 

happen.  The children are learning to grow and care for nature. They are currently creating a new path 

and have won funding from Tesco to help with their future gardening projects.  

Sharing space with the Repair 

Cafe, who mend broken items. We 

sell our plants, bags and promote 

Exmouth in Bloom Friends Group, 

activities and events. 

Teaming up with Exmouth & District Rotary Club, helping to plant 10,000 
purple crocus bulbs, most of which will be at the junction of Exeter Road 
and Marine Way as part of the nationwide ‘Purple4polio’ campaign for a 
polio free planet. The planting is being supported by EDDC Streetscene, 
Exmouth Sea Cadets, Optima Graphics and Brandon Tool Hire. 

Birds & Bees Shop in Exeter 
Road, selling plants for us, 
grown by committee member 
Sharon Darton. Funds raised 
go towards our floral displays. 



 
July 2016 - Brownie and Rainbow 

Painting Competition - Exmouth 
Brownies and Rainbows were 
invited to enter Exmouth in 
Bloom’s painting competition with 
the theme ‘Flowers for the Queen’. 
 The entries were displayed in the 
window of the Fountain Café, 
Chapel Hill.  Rainbow winner Emily 

Coombes and Brownie winner Holly Bell pictured being presented with 
their prizes. 
 

August 2016 - National Play Day in 
Phear Park - Phear Park was full for 
the national play day, organised by 
Jane Nicholls (Parks and Open 
Spaces Improvement Officer). 
Exmouth in Bloom helped along 
with Schools, Streetscene and EDDC. 
Numerous activites were on offer 
including bouncy castles, circus 

skills, fire engine, and face painting.  Exmouth in Bloom gave the children 
the opportunity to take geranium cuttings, build a mini bug house, make a 
seed ball, and complete a quiz.  A fun day for all involved. 

 
 
November 2016 - Exmouth in Bloom 
helped the children from 
Withycome Raleigh Pre-School to 
plant their trough and tyre with 
winter bedding and spring bulbs to 
brighten up their outdoor space. 
 

 

 

 
June 2017 - School Children, Exmouth in Bloom and Paul from East     
Devon District Council planting in Manor Gardens - This is one of our 
most enjoyable jobs of the year.  Children from 4 local primary schools 
help to plant up flower beds in the park.   This year we had the Beacon 
School, Littleham School, St Joseph’s and Withycombe Raleigh.  The 
children really enjoy the fresh air and digging holes for the plants.  They 
are always very happy to find worms and insects. 



Page 16                    Community Participation - Local Gardening Competitions

Best Business Category Winner           
Mrs Hayley Taylor of the Cats Motel 

Best Community Effort                                                                   
Aldborough Court 

Best Container                
Ms Reader & Mr North              

Best Medium Front Garden Winner           
Mrs Sue Goulding 

The Local Gardening Competitions are a very important part of 

our Bloom year.  The community are keen to enter and every year 

the standard gets better.  It is an excellent way of encouraging 

residents to look after the areas they live and work in.  We have 

private residents who enter along with schools, care homes, 

hotels, businesses and organisations.  A few years ago we started 

a category for ‘Best Vegetable Plot’ which has now become very 

popular and was won last year by Littleham Primary School.       

See photo on the right.  The standard of gardening in Primary 

Schools in Exmouth goes from strength to strength. 

May 2017 - Pictured on the left are Exmouth in Bloom committee members, helpers and guests, 

launching the 2017 Gardening Competitions at King’s Garden Centre.  Kings are one of the main 

sponsors of our competitions.  Pictured below are some of our winners from 2016. 



Page 17                 Community Participation - Presentation Awards 

Presentation Evening October 2016 - Every autumn we host a Presentation Evening at the Exmouth Rugby Club to present certificates and prizes to our 

Garden Competition winners.  It is a most enjoyable evening and well supported.  The deputy mayor of Exmouth, Jeff Trail, presented the awards. Below 

are pictured some of the winners. 

Left to right - Mrs Tricia Bass, Best Rear Garden.  Mrs Eileen Rock and son Martin presenting the award for Best Community Effort to Aldborough Court.  

One of residents of Exmouth House Care Home receiving an award for Best use of Recycled Items.  Lyn and John Rockey receiving a neighbourhood 

award for ‘the Hollows’.  Mr Michael Ward receiving the award for Best Large Front Garden.  Well done to all of our winners. 

School Garden Competition Winners - The School winners have their prizes presented at an afternoon ceremony at Kings Garden Centre.  Kings kindly 

sponsor the schools competitions with a £100 voucher for the main winners, £50 for the runner up and all entrants receive a box of gardening goodies.  

We are so grateful for the support of our competition sponsors.  Left to right - Winners, Littleham School and runners up Marpool and Bassetts Farm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   Pages 18 & 19        Community Participation - Friends Group  

 £10,892 - The total amount that the Friends of Exmouth in 

Bloom Group have raised since its original launch on 1st March 
2011. All the money has gone into buying flowers, plants, 
shrubs and compost for the floral displays, planters, towers 
and troughs in and around Exmouth.  A remarkable 
achievement. 

 The Friends Group not only raises funding towards the cost of 

floral projects in Exmouth, but also helps to promote the work 

of Exmouth in Bloom raising our profile in the community.  In 

2016 we had 215 members join us which brought in almost 

£2000.   

 To date in 2017 we have raised in excess of £1900 and of that 

sum £863 has been generously given as 88 extra donations. 

 The group has gone from strength to strength and we have 

received many lovely letters and cards thanking us for our 

efforts to help keep Exmouth an attractive town to live in or 

visit.  The community has been very generous in supporting 

this fund raising initiative, which has become a growing success 

story for Exmouth in Bloom.   

 The fee to join is £5 per year for an individual or £10 for a 

Business, Group or Organisation.  We have had many different 

community groups join us, as well as members of the public 

and Visitors, who all enjoy our floral 

displays and support our efforts to keep 

Exmouth clean, tidy and in Bloom. 

 We send out newsletters 3 times a year 

to let our Friends know what we have 

spent the money on and to update them 

about our news and any new projects we are planning.   

 Many of our new helpers and volunteers have joined as Friends 

members and then having read about the work we do they 

offer to help us with our projects and events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pictured above the Friends Group Secretary, Linda Dennis, 

presenting Karen Turner of the Birds and Bees shop in Exeter 

Road with a Friends Group Lifetime 

Membership certificate for being our 100th 

Friend to join us this year and for all the 

support she gives to us.  Karen also sells 

our plants in her shop to help us raise 

funds. 

 Please read some of the wonderful comments from our 

Friends.



Mrs Tina Burke - Interesting reading the latest 

Newsletter.  It is good to see you getting more 

and more support. 

Mrs Brenda Chanter -Thank you and your helpers 

for giving us such a lovely display all year, the 

gardens always look beautiful.  It is a pleasure to have helped a little. 

Mrs Jackie Chapman - The spring flowers this year look fantastic and also 

the towers make such a difference throughout the winter as well as 

looking so good now. 

Mr & Mrs B Cole - Thank you for keeping Exmouth beautiful both for 

visitors and residents.  

Mrs Lynn Cole - I’d like to thank everyone involved with Exmouth in Bloom 

for making our town so attractive and welcoming and look forward to 

hearing your news. 

Ms Margaret Darton - Thank you for your planning and energy and for all 

the beauty you create. 

Mrs Pam Day - It's a very small contribution for you doing such a great job! 
We enjoy all the flowers around Exmouth and they all help to make the 
town attractive for residents and visitors alike, so happy to renew our 
Friends membership.  Good to know that there is good support from the 
community.  Wishing you a successful year. 
 

 Mr & Mrs Doidge - Your team are doing a great job for Exmouth, it was 

only a small donation but we hope it helps. 

Mr Henry Dougherty from Milton Keynes - Both my wife and I are joining 

the Friends Group. Thank you for keeping the floral displays so well.  We 

have been in Exmouth and noticed the daffodils, blue flower towers and 

the boats. Well done! 

Mrs Donna Frieson from Canada - I was privileged to 

witness what this group had completed. It was 

beautiful and even in September when plants in 

Canada were starting to wain Exmouth was still 

blooming. I loved it, thank you for all your work. 

Mrs Pam French - The beacons on The Beacon are looking at their best in a 

few years and I believe they are due to the hard work of you and your EIB 

pals keep up the good work. 

Mrs Margaret Hawkins - The most beautiful thing in Exmouth at the 

moment is the flowers - Exmouth in Bloom is to be commended. 

Mrs Diane Hill - You all do a great job and I wish you every success in 2017. 

Mr & Mrs Hough - Many thanks for the lovely displays in Exmouth Town 

and Seafront. 

Mrs Kirvan - Thank you for your recent correspondence and notelets, they 

will be sent to friends to let them see what a lovely display we all enjoy. 

Mrs Elaine Laver - Exmouth in Bloom volunteers do our town very proud 

with the displays around the area.  We say thank you to them all. 

Mrs Pamela Phillips - A small donation in memory of my late husband.  

Again this year you have worked hard to make Exmouth look so colourful.  

Stocks Lettings Agency - Thank you for all your good work. 

Mr K Twemlow - Please receive my cheque as a contribution to the 

wonderful work you all do.  What would the centre of Exmouth look like 

without the colour you provide.  I am amazed how well the plants have 

done this winter, it lifts one’s spirits. 

Mrs Sheila White - Thank you for keeping our lovely town so pretty and 

cared for. 



Pages 20 & 21                 Community Participation - Art 

Artistic signage - Installed in 2016 artistic signage can be found around the town.  It has 

been designed to take visitors from the railway station to their destination.  The artworks are 

sequential, illustrating what you’ll see next on the trail.  When the sun is in the correct 

position, the sign’s coloured plastic lettering lights up.  Local artists and companies have been 

involved in the project.  It was paid for with section 106 funding from the Premier Inn 

development.  We also have a colourful mosaic sign by the historical Withycombe Water 

Wheel, pointing the way to the beach. 

 
September 2016 - Marine Way Underpass - A subterranean section of Exmouth town 

centre had a makeover thanks to creative schoolchildren.  The project was run by East Devon 

District Council’s Community Development Service and Exmouth Town Council. The Marine 

Way underpass was painted by local primary school children, led by artist and designer 

Hayley Watson who came up with the idea to improve the area.   Also helping with the 

painting were staff members from South West Water and East Devon District Council’s 

SWITCH youth service team, pictured on the left. A great community effort. 

 

 

May 2017 - Floral Trail of Art - The Trail returned for a second year, artists, poets, knitters and photographers     

displayed their work on an interactive trail.  It seems to have inspired the local community.  Taking place during the 

week of the Exmouth Festival, local residents joined in along with care homes, 

businesses, hotels, local groups and organisations. There were demonstrations and 

work-shops given by potters, printers, felters and artists.  Poems suspended from 

lampposts, trees and shrubs were adorned with pompoms, crochet flowers and knitted 

squares, hats and all manner of decorations, to brighten up the environment for the 

benefit of our community.  Pictured on the right is Bloom Friends Group member, Terry Darville, who with assistance 

decorated a tree with more than 100 pieces of headwear. Hats off to Terry, who says it’s good for promoting 

Exmouth. 

Before - During - After - An unique piece of art work 



Jurassic Coast mural brings dinosaurs to Maderia Walk - Spring 2017 Members 

of Exmouth Art Group created a mural on the 90 metre long back wall of the Ocean 
building along Maderia Walk. Bloom committee member Graham Bell along with 

Gilly Newcombe, both members of the Art Group, were responsible for the 
design and project managing the work.   

Paint was kindly provided by local firm Wilson’s paints.   Sea front walkers can now 
take a trip back in time.  The design depicts the periods of prehistory represented by 

the Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site, with marine life, reptiles and dinosaurs pictured 
among tropical seas, searing deserts, humid primeaval forests, swamps and volcanic eruptions. 

 

 

 

 

 

     Planning and sketching the design              The painting begins                         The final result - a unique piece of artwork 

 

Community Volunteer - Whilst reading our portfolio you will see the name of Exmouth in Bloom committee member Graham Bell, pictured above   

painting, appearing several times.  After becoming a member of our Friends Group, Graham became interested in the work we do and offered to 

join us.  We are lucky to have his garden design skills and plant knowledge.  His designs are works of art in themselves and have been accepted by 

Devon and East Devon Councils for local gardening projects.  As you can see he is also a talented artist and Chairman of the local art group.  Graham 

has worked tirelessly with local schools helping with their garden projects.  He also provides a lot of encouragement and man power for our Bloom 

planting, which is much needed. 
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 Beach and Estuary Cleaning - Regular beach and estuary ‘clean 

ups’ are organised locally by Surfers against Sewage, the Exe 

Estuary Management Partnership and other local groups.  In 

May more than 100 volunteers helped to remove a skip full of 

rubbish from the Exe Estuary. Members 

of the Exmouth in Bloom committee, 

pictured right, also volunteered to help. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Businesses offered refreshments, including McDonalds before 

the event, later hot drinks at the Railway Club, a hot fish supper 

at Krispies Fish and Chips and a free cruise courtesy of Stuart 

Line Cruises.  The community working to support each other. 

 

 Brixington Improvement Group - Residents have seen an 

improvement to the appearance of their local Brixington 

shopping area following the installation 

of new flag poles.   The new poles were 

funded by Devon County Councillor 

John Hone from his locality budget.  

The area is looked after by the 

Brixington Improvement Group (B.I.G). 

 

 

This group is made up of shop keepers, local councillors, 

Exmouth Town Management, Exmouth in Bloom representative 

and Brixington Primary Academy.  Previous projects include new 

signage, planting and resurfacing of the car park. A fine example 

of a community working together to improve their locality. 

 

 Exmouth in Bloom - Painting planters in Manchester Road, 

before, during and the final result.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Streetscene - A dedicated 

team from East Devon District 

Council who look after our sea 

front, parks, gardens, green 

spaces and also maintaining 

the town centre, keeping it 

clean and litter free all year round.  This spring they have been 

working, along with Exmouth in Bloom, helping to smarten up 

the town by painting shelters, street furniture and anything that 

else that needed general attention and freshening up.  



 The Blue Plaque Trail - A leaflet provided by Exmouth Town 

Council to help both visitors and local residents enjoy some of 

Exmouth’s fascinating history.  There are a total of 33 Blue 

Plaques around the town.  Including Nelson 

House on the Beacon, home of Lady Nelson 

in her latter years, Francis Danby, at Trefusis 

Terrace, renowned landscape painter and 

The Delderfied family, Chapel Hill, who used 

to run the Exmouth Chronicle and their sons 

R.F Delderfield the famous author and Eric, 

who wrote history books. 

 

 The Exmouth Floral Trail - The original leaflet 

was put together in 2003 by Exmouth in Bloom, 

the Town Council and EDDC and had not been 

updated for many years.  In 2015 the Bloom 

committee decided to update it so visitors to 

the area as well as locals could enjoy our trail of 

beautiful floral displays. 

 Exmouth’s iconic Jubilee Clock Tower is looking as good as new, 
following the completion of a major restoration project in March 
2017. The seafront landmark 
has been spruced up thanks 
to the efforts of the Exmouth 
War and Flagpole Memorial 
Committee, which secured 
sponsorship for a full 
refurbishment, and for the 
installation of plaques to 
commemorate the 90th 
birthday of Queen Elizabeth II. 

 

Celebrations went ahead with around 40 people in attendance. 
Goups involved in the restoration project - Exmouth Town 
Council, DMB Scaffolding, Wilsons Paints, Exmouth Tool Hire, 
Brandon’s Tool Hire, The Imperial Hotel, Streetscene, Royal 
Naval Association, Royal Marines Association, the Army, Royal 
Air Force Association, Merchant Navy Association, and 
committee members.  The Imperial Hotel has also provided a 
notice board for the committee to explain what flags are flying 
and why. 

 The Exmouth Museum - This was first opened in 1985 and can 

be found in a 19th century building made up of the former 

Council stables and adjoining foreman’s cottage.  It is now 

divided into 3 galleries to explore, showing various aspects of 

Exmouth’s past rich history.  It is well worth a visit.  

 

 People who have helped Exmouth in Bloom and the whole 

town to make Exmouth a better place to live 

in:- Mike Vine, recently retired, Mike has 

spent 50 years helping to maintain the parks 

and green spaces of East Devon, including 

Exmouth.  His dedication and expertise has 

helped us to win many South West and Britain in Bloom awards. 

Mike is a true gentleman, always helpful and wonderful with the 

schools and their planting efforts.  We owe him a huge debt of 

thanks and wish him a long and happy retirement. 

 

Linda & Dave Wilson, owners of Wilsons 

Paints have donated a huge quantity of very 

high quality paint to EIB to enable 

revitalising of paintwork in the town this 

year. They also hold a Royal Warrant as 

Wilsons paints are used on Royal Coaches.



 

Page 24       Environmental Responsibility - Recycling & Waste Disposal 

 

 

 Exmouth Re-Cycling Centre - Based at Knowle Hill, provides 

good access for disposing unwanted waste. It has free facilities 

for depositing most types of domestic and gardening waste, 

including batteries, cans, cartridges, glass, light bulbs, metal, 

plastic packaging etc.  Charges were introduced for depositing 

asbestos, plasterboard, rubble and tyres. 

 

 New Re-Cycling Scheme - In 

February this year a new 

recycling collection scheme 

was introduced throughout 

Exmouth.  East Devon District 

Council has extended the 

number of items that 

households can re-cycle to 

include cardboard, cartons, mixed plastics and small electrical 

items.  Recycling and food waste will be collected weekly with 

grey waste bin collections reduced to once every three weeks.  

The scheme follows a successful trial and will spread to include 

the whole East Devon area by early summer 

 

The new scheme should mean up to  

60% of waste being recycled - up 

from 40%.  EDDC want to deliver a 

more sustainable recycling and waste 

collection service that benefits the 

environment. 

 

 Marpool Primary School 

- Pupils from the school 

have been finding out 

more about recycling.  

The school hosted a 

workshop with East 

Devon District Council, 

with children taking part 

in activities, to learn 

about the council’s new scheme.  It is hoped the children will 

take the message home of the importance of recycling. 

 

 Litter Picking Schoolgirl - Nine year 

old Madison Chard from Marpool 

School is a real litter buster.  She 

picks up litter on the walk from her 

home on Dinan Way to school and 

back again every day.  Well done 

Madison a great example to set. 

 

 On the first day of the new service 82 tonnes of recycling at the 

kerbside was collected from almost 17,000 houses.  Households 

have been thanked for their co-operation with the new system.  

The council also held two information days in the town centre to 

promote the scheme.  The scheme has proved to be very 

successful. 
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 Bapton Brook Valley - This area was saved 

from housing development, over 20 years 

ago, by local residents.  It is a beautiful 

green space with mature trees, a stream, 

seating and pleasant walks.  Local group Transition Town have 

regularly planted trees including willow, birch, hazel and cherry. 

 Bystock Pools - One of Devon Wildlife 

Trust’s most popular nature reserves.  It is a 

haven for dragonflies, willow warblers, 

blackcaps, stonechats and nightjars along 

with bats and glowworms.   

 Gun Cliff Gardens - Situated in front of 

Trefusis Terrace and offer a beautiful view 

over the seafront and estuary.  There is 

ample seating placed to take advantage of 

the spectacular and panoramic vista. 

 Imperial Recreation Ground - Has spectacular views and is the 

home of the annual world famous Kite Festival and Concerts, 

occasional Fair Ground, picnic areas, seating and interesting 

birdlife. 

 New National Trust Path - Opened in 

March 2017, it links the Exeter Road to the 

Exe Estuary trail.   A great example of the 

new commitment to open up more green 

spaces. 

 Maer Nature Reserve - It was declared a local 

nature reserve in 1992. The warm, sandy soil 

at the Maer provides a haven for insects.             

 

 

Many unusual solitary bees and wasps make their nest tunnels in the 

sand. The harsh soil conditions mean that specialised and rare plants can 

grow on this site.  

 Manor Gardens - A Green Flag was 

awarded in 2016 for the eleventh year 

running.  The gardens are maintained by 

East Devon Parks department and were 

opened to the public in 1896.  The gardens 

are used for many public events. There are 

a wide variety of trees, herbaceous borders, rose bushes, sub-

tropical and wildflower beds.  Manor Gardens won a 2017 South 

West in Bloom ‘Pride in Park’ award. 

 Orcombe Point - Exmouth is the gateway to the UNESCO 
designated Devon Heritage Coast.   The Dorset and East Devon 
Coast has been officially ranked alongside the 
Great Barrier Reef and the Grand Canyon as 
one of the natural wonders of the world.   The 
Geoneedle, a pointed stone, marks the start of 
the World Heritage Site 

 Pavilion Gardens - Which are planted with 
sustainable plants, wildflowers and  seasonal 
bedding. There are wonderful sea views.  

 Phear Park - A very popular local park, with 

mature trees, wide open spaces a pond and 

many amenities.  The park used to be part of the 

grounds of Marpool Hall and was bequested to 

the townspeople by its owners the Phear family. 

Phear Park was also awarded a 2017 ‘Pride in 

Park’ award. 
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The floral displays throughout 2016/2017 were stunning.  The Blue double tiered flower towers are now left 
in situ all year round and what a difference it has made to keeping the town floral.  East Devon District 
Council have given over some of their flower beds to wildflower plants and seeds to encourage wildlife.  
Exmouth in Bloom also sow wildflowers along the cycle paths, in banks, beds and planters.   

 
It has been a joint effort between Exmouth in Bloom and East Devon District Council to keep Exmouth floral 
and welcoming.  We work in harmony with each other to benefit the community and visitors.  We are 
known locally as the ‘Town of Flowers’.  We are all happy to give our time for the benefit of Exmouth. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Triangle Bed - This large bed, pictured below, is sited near the underpass, leading to the Railway station.  It was designed by Graham Bell 
and planted up with trees and shrubs by Devon County Council in 2015.  Now just two years later it has started to mature and this spring has 
looked wonderful.  The bed is maintained by Exmouth in Bloom.  The planting has transformed this area of the town centre. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Replacing the ‘Fish Bed’ success from last summer was always going to be a challenge, but once again Graham Bell has 
produced a stunning plan for a sustainably planted bed with Mediterranean and Antipodean plants that require minimal 
water.  The plan is to replace swathes towards the front seasonally to give colour and add to the ‘wow’ factor.  The initial 
result during winter has been sensational.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The RHS Autumn Newsletter featured a picture of our Fish Bed. 
 

May 2017 - The winter pansies in the fish bed have been replaced by 144 Osteospermum in pastel shades of yellow 
and peach, plus 20 Salvia Fairy Queen.  The creation and re-creation of this area has been a massive project for our 
core band of volunteers.  Boyce’s Nursery delivered a lorry load of plants, which ranged out along the wall and 
ground as far as the eye could see.  An amazing workforce of volunteers turned out at 06.30 in the morning and 
toiled for hours trundling up and down Marine Way with wheelbarrows of plants and water for the bed and our six 

boats. An amazing effort from the Bloom committee and voluntary helper team.  Graham’s plan has now been brought to life.  We look forward to 
watching it develop over the summer months. 
   

The next lorry of plants that arrived were Calobrachoa and 
Cinneraria.  The voluntary team ‘swept’ through Manchester 
Road to the Strand Cafe quarter, where weeds were also 
cleared from the pavers, then on to the Magnolia shopping 
centre and the London Inn car park.  Planters at the Railway 
Station were filled along with the Rotary sponsored troughs.  
Another magnificent team effort, who are pictured right 
enjoying a well deserved break  before a new delivery of 
hanging baskets, planters and troughs arrived. 
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 We raise our finance in a number of ways, 

always trying to find new ideas.  Our plant 
sales have really grown in popularity with the 
local community; we have a good reputation 
for quality.  All our fund raising events give 
us an opportunity to engage with the 
community to promote the work of Bloom by encouraging people 
to join our Friends Group or enter our Gardening Competitions. 

 Council Grant - The Town Council give us a 
grant annually.  We have to justify to them 
why the money is needed.  Our Chairman 
Gerry Bassett gave a thank you speech at a 
Town Council meeting to explain what we 
would spend the money on and why.  We 
are most appreciative of the Council’s 
continued support. 

 Calendars and Notelets - Committee members 
Marion Drew and Elaine Lewis put together a 
collection of our best Exmouth in Bloom photos 
to produce a Calendar and packs of Notelets.  
The calendars sell for £5 each and are very 
popular with visitors as well as local residents.  
They reach many towns and cities around the 
world. In 2016 the Calendars raised £1250 and the 
Notelets £250 for each 100 packs sold. 

 Carnival Collection - We enter the Exmouth Carnival every October, 
winning first prize in 2016 in the Mixed Walking Group and for this 
received £105 share of the collection. 

 Donations - We have received numerous donations.  Karen Turner 
from the Birds and Bees shop in Exeter Road has been very 
generous and given us many sums of money. The Rotary Club gave 
us £100, Inner Wheel and the Renaissance Chorus donated money.  

 
Quite often when we have working parties in the town, people just 
come up to us and thrust money in our hands and thank us.  We 
have anonymous donations left for us. We also receive practical 
donations of paint, plants, compost, gardening tools, watering cans 
and even a wheelbarrow.  

 Friends Group - This very successful group has brought in over 
£1900 so far this year and in total over £10,000 since it began in 
March 2011.  The response and support from our community and 
the extra generous donations, along with lovely comments, has 
been quite humbling.  The Exmouth Quakers have joined us, Care 
Homes, Hotels, Cafes, Churches and Goups of 
Residents in Flats as well as individuals and 
other town Businesses.   

 Hanging baskets - We sold 60 hanging baskets 
to local shops and businesses last year, who 
sponsored the baskets for a total of £1650.   It 
certainly makes a difference to brightening up 
the town. 

 Plants sales - We hold plants sales throughout 
the year, at various locations around the town. 
Bloom members grow most of the plants 
themselves and we are also given some.  In 
2016 we raised £1800 from plant sales.  

 Recycled Cloth Bags - Made by 
committee member Carol 
Rowe, raised £185. 

 Sponsorship - We have many 
sponsors who contribute to the 
cost of roundabouts, flower 
beds, planters, boats, troughs and floral displays.  We have a 
healthy bank balance, thanks to all our supporters and Friends 
members. 
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ACHIEVEMENTS - From the Chairman Mrs Gerry Bassett:- 

 
 Winning Gold and Best in Group in the 2016 South West in 

Bloom Competition and Silver Guilt at the Nationals. 

 The Committee - A small but 

dedicated band of community 

minded volunteers who want to 

make a difference to their 

environment, for the benefit of all.   

 The Volunteer Helpers - We now 

have over 40 helpers from all 

sections of the community and our group has gone from 

strength to strength this year.  It has been quite an amazing 

achievement and we are all so grateful for their help. 

 Council Grant - Exmouth Town Council agreed to continue to 

support us financially. 

 Friends Group - The success of this group is down to the hard 

work and dedication of the Friends Group Secretary, Linda 

Dennis, whose idea began this community initiative in March 

2011.  To date it has raised almost £11,000 and continues to 

attract new members whilst also raising our profile.  It has 

brought us much support both financial and practical.  The 

community feel they are now a part of us and are grateful for 

our efforts in helping to keep Exmouth in Bloom. 

 Mentoring – We have been fortunate to have John Goulden to 

advise and guide us, we are grateful for his time and support. 

 Pride in Exmouth - We have been working with EDDC Street 

scene to get Exmouth smartened up with cleaning and fresh 

coats of paint, supplied free to us by local firm Wilson’s Paints. 

Committee members, particularly Elaine and Richard Lewis, 

Marion Drew and Jenny Willmott, have worked tirelessly to 

improve the look of street furniture, planters, troughs, 

lampposts, railings and shelters all round Exmouth.  These 

volunteers have been outstanding with their 

efforts.  Elaine and Marion also organise 

calendars, hanging baskets, planting and 

plant sales.  They have been busy 

approaching business owners asking them to 

clean and paint their premises.   

 Stand Pipe - This has long been a mission for 

EIB to save carrying water long distances 

around the town and along Marine Way, in 

watering cans and containers, pushed in wheelbarrows, for our 

beds, boats, troughs and planters.  In collaboration with South 

West Water, EDDC and Walter Beaumont Co. Exmouth in Bloom 

now have their very own Stand Pipe.   We are thrilled. 

 Tesco’s Blue Token Scheme -  Tesco’s 

have accepted Exmouth in Bloom as 

one of the participants in their ‘Bags of 

Help Community Grant Scheme’.  An 

instore scheme where the public votes 

for one of three nominated local 

projects.  Any money won will be used 

towards the cost of the stand pipe. 

 Watering - For the flower towers, baskets and displays around 

Exmouth.  This has been challenging in previous years, but this 

year we are paying EDDC to do some of our watering and are 

also employing a part time person.  Our plant sales help to cover 

some of this cost. 



CONCLUSION and FUTURE PLANS 

 

 With a newly revitalised 

Committee Exmouth in 

Bloom has gone from 

strength to strength, 

gaining momentum and 

enthusiasm along the 

way.  New volunteers and 

helpers have come 

forward to take on some 

of the committee work load and everyone involved has been 

fully dedicated to keeping Exmouth in Bloom.  It has been a 

wonderful effort from each individual. 

 Exmouth Bloom is now a strong 

team full of ideas, support and 

friendship.  Our reinstated monthly 

social work parties have been a 

great success.  Every member of the 

team is an important and valuable 

asset to the community.   

 Our financial situation is very strong thanks to our various fund 

raising efforts including an Annual Grant, the Friends Group, 

Plant sales, Calendars and Sponsors.  We are so grateful for the 

generosity of our community. 

 The standard of planting and 

displays has got better and better.  

Spring flowers this year have been 

outstanding especially now that the 

blue flower towers remain in situ all 

year round.  We aim to keep this 

high standard.   

 

 Feedback and Comments - Received 

from the community has been so 

encouraging, along with the offers of 

free refreshments and donations of 

money when we are out and about 

on work parties.  Stuart Line boats 

gave us a free boat trip last year as a 

thank you for our hard work. 

 Future Plans - Pride of Exmouth Geranium - 

An Exmouth resident, April Marjoram, who is 

interested in local history, discovered that the 

National Pelargonium Collection did not have 

a Pride of Exmouth plant.  Committee member 

Carol Rowe, who propagates them to sell for 

Bloom funds, will along with other committee 

members, be attending the National Pelargonium Show at 

Rosemoor to present a ‘Pride of Exmouth’ to the society along 

with details of its history. 

 Our aim for the rest of this year is to 

nurture our new volunteers along with 

our numerous Bloom floral displays and 

to encourage more members of the 

community and local businesses to 

keep their premises clean, tidy and 

freshly painted.  Our mission is Civic Pride in Exmouth.  We also 

intend to increase our use of sustainable planting along with 

new planting plans and ideas for 2018.           

        Exmouth always in Bloom 

          

 

         We look forward to welcoming the South West in Bloom Judges 

 



Flora, the Brixington 

Flowerpot Lady 

along with some of 

her Friends 



 


